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Tiik Report of tin. majority of the
Committee on Foreign delations of

the l";iiteii Mat?s .Senate, which wf
publish elsewhere was followed by a
counterblast on the part of the minor-
ity, which cm-iste- d of Senators John
Sherman, ami Joseph K. Brown. At
the outset they state that their views

.are substantially embodied in the re-

port made by the Committee on Fi-

nance brought up hist session. This
they adopt and make part, of their own
report having apparently very little
to add to it. They repeat the old story
about the loss of revenue and the dis-

parity between the imports and ex-

ports from and to these Islands. They
seem to rely wholly on the old report
of the Finance Committee, ignoring
the fact that so many of its statements
have been wholly disproved in the
meantime. It is really cheering to
note the contrast between the talent
displayed in the report of the majority
and the feebleness of that of the mi-

nority. It leads to the pleasing con-

clusion that the more brains a man
has the more likely he is to be on our
side. To corroborate ur criticism we
give in full all the original part of the
report w hich is as follows :

The facts stated in the report of
the Committee on Finance are em-

phasized by the state of trade during
the year lSSi, the year following the
latent date stated in the tables in the
report. It appears that the importa-
tion of sugar of the Dutch standard
trom the Hawaiian Islands during the
year ISS.i, was 114,132,070 pounds, val-

ued at $7,:31O,.0:;:J, and that the rice
imported amounted 1'2,95,9'jI pounds,
an increase of 2,s0u,0i) over the year
preceding. The duty that would have
been derived from the Migar admitted
from the Hawaiian Island entered
for consumption in the United States
in 1: would have been about S4,ui0,-U0- 0,

while the entire value of exports
of domestic merchandise to the Ha-

waiian Islands in that year was
)S,46', or less than the actual duty
that would have been derived from
the sugar imported from then.

'' The loss of revenue entailed by

the treaty seems to the undersigned
ar greater than any benefit derived

from it. and it is submitted that the
better way is to terminate the treaty
with a view to enter into such com-

mercial relations with the Sandwich
islands as will be more nearly recip-

rocal than the provisions of the pres-

ent tieatv.''

In another column will be found an
article taken from a Rritish paper on
the action taken at the Geographical
Congrc-s- , hold at Rome in October
last on the subject of a common meri-
dian. Another Congress is about to
be held in October ot the present year,
specially to consider this latter ques-

tion. This is to be he d in Washing-
ton, under the auspice- - of the United
States Government and convened by
tlie Secretary of State under the au- -

lority of an Act of Congress passed
in ls2. It will be official in its char-

tera and will probably be able to set
tles intricate international ques

tion once and for all, a- - the delegates
to the conference will actually repre-
sent, and be appointed by the govern-
ments of the various euintrie who
take part in the gathering.

Thi conference was not eiivoked at
an earlier date because the Govern-
ment of the United States thought it
desirable to obtain in the first instance
by consultation, the views of the lead-
ing Governments as to the desirabil-
ity of holding it. During the interval
-- mot of the Governments of the world
have indicated their approval of the
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idea, many of them have foimally
agreed to abide by the decision of the
conference, and some have already
named their delegates. The Geo-

graphical Congress expressed an opin-
ion by a large majority that the lon-
gitude of Greenwich should be the
initial longitude for all purposes of
terre-ti- al time and geographical defi-
nition but as they had no power to
decide upon anything they passed
over the linal adoption of this or some
other meridian to the projected Inter-
national Cong;re--- . The President of
the Cnited States has now fixed upon
l.--i October of this year tor the meet-
ing of this convention, ami has in-

vited all tlu- - Government with whom
the State- - are in diplomatic relation
to appoint delegates to represent them
on the occasion.

A decision by the conference in
favor of any other initial meridian
than Greenwich would be productive
of great inconvenience to a very large
part of the nautical world, including
our own shipowners and mariners. It
seems to !e almost :i foregone conclu-
sion that unless the conference serves
as the medium whereby other coun-
tries can come in and adopt the meri-
dian already in use by Kngland,
America and by other States whose
merchant navies are of importance, it
will fail altogether in the object for
which it has been called. When we
consider the inconvenience that would
be caused to ourselves by a change to
a new standard of longitude we can
readily understand how serious such
a thing would be to England with her
enormous marine or to the United
States which besides having her ship-
ping to consider, has her vast areas
already all mapped out upon the plan
of longitude from Greenwich.

In a previous article on the subject
of the Bankruptcy Laws of this King-
dom we called attention to the serious
delay in the realization of an insol-
vent's estate which is necessitated by
the wording of the Civil Code. Our at-

tention has been repeatedly called by
persons whose interests are a Heeled,
to tdie notable illustration of this de-

lay afforded by some recent cases.
The dates of various steps in one of
them appear to be as follows: On the
3rd of January a declaration of bank-
ruptcy was made and the Kith of that
month was fixed for a hearing of the
case and for determining whether the
individual should or should not be
adjudged a bankrupt. The adjudi-
cation was made as a matter of course
the petitioner being in this case the
debtor himself. Notice was therefore
issued that on February 14th creditors
might attend and prove their claims.
This routine business having been
disposed of, an order was made that
the creditors shall meet on March oth
and elect assignees. After that the
practical work of realizing the estate
has to be commenced. Thus sixty-tw- o

days have been consumed in pre-

liminaries. During all this time ac-

cording to the custom to which we
alluded in our former article the
premises of the debtor are being kept
shut up with special policemen watch-
ing them day and night, at the ex-

pense of the luckless creditors.
Comparing the procedure in this

case with the law we are unable to un-

derstand the cause of the first thirteen
days delay. By his own petition the
debtor declared himself a bankrupt
and the wording of Section n'17 of the
Civil Code appears only compatible
with the idea that such declaration
when filed was intended toliave the
same value and effect as an adjudica-
tion has when the petitioners are
creditors. We have been informed
that the practise of our Judges in this
and other points of bankruptcy pro-

cedure is not uniform, or rather that
they are not all of one opinion on the
subject. Nevertheless, even should
this preliminary interval of 13 days
have been avoided all the rest is posi-

tively provided for by the statute
book. The intervals between the dif-

ferent stages of procedure are meas-
ured (as to their minimum length)
by the number of consecutive weekly
advertisements to be given of each.
The actual date of each hearing must
of course be fixed by the Judge whose
other engagement have to be consid-

ered. In the case under consideration
for some reason of which we have not
been informed four advertisements
instead of three were given of the no-

tice to prove claims. As the adver-
tisements are only published in a
weekly paper there is often some
davs extra delay because the adver- -

tisement has to wait for the next issue '

of the paper. Had it been possible '

however to do everything as quickly i

as the words of the law could by any
means be construed to allow there
must still have been some six weeks
or more of delav between the filing of
the petition and the appointment of;
assignees. A pallative of this
delay might be found in a
very slight amendment of the
law, so as to allow creditors

'

when assembled to prove their debts
to proceed to the business of t lecting
assignees. This is common enough
elsewhere and works very well. Rut
it is probable that a more radical
change in procedure would he found :

advantageous and that the time al- - i

lotted for the preliminary steps could
be reduced to fourteen days without j

risking the injury of any interest.

Bi:fokk concluding our remarks
upon the Bankruptcy Law of the
Kingdom, there are one or two points
to which we desire to draw attention.
The first of these is the severe provis-
ion in section f71 of the Code which
says that "any creditor who, alter
having been served with twenty days
previous notice (either written or
printed) to attend before the Justice
and prove his debt, shall fail to attend
without showing good cause for such
non-attendanc- e, shall be considered
as having waived his debt, and shall
not be allowed to come in and prove
such debt afterwards.' There is no
provision in the. Code for any notice
to creditors except by the advertise-
ment which the Clerk of the Court is
to cause to appear for three consecu-
tive weeks. This word 'served in
the sentence above quoted, would lead
to the idea that some other form of
notice was contemplated ; but there is
nothing else in the law to show that
this is intended. This chapter of the
Code seems to have been a sort of
mosaic work, in which provisions out
of several different Bankruptcy Laws
have been brought together without
sufficient care being taken to see that
they were blended into one homogen-
eous whole. But, aside from the an-

omaly we have indicated, we think
the law defective in its severity to-

wards the creditor who may carelessly
or through unavoidable circum-
stances omit to appear before the
judge at the appointed time. It is
common elsewhere for proofs of debts
to be received at any time by the
Clerk of the Court. The reception of
these proofs are mere detail work, in
which it is not necessary to engage
theattention of so high a functionary
as a judge. 8uch an arrange-
ment here would save a great
deal of trouble, especially if the
equally common system of allowing
creditors to appear at the meeting for j

appointment of assignees by proxy
were added to it. Then as to the limit
of time within which a creditor may
make proof of debt, there is a point in
the proceedings which naturally pre-

sents itself as the proper one. This is
when the assignees are ready to de-

clare a dividend. Unproved claims
may then be properly set aside. The
object of proceedings in bankruptcy
is two-fol- d to relieve the debtor, and
to divide his assets equitably among
his creditors. A harsh rule like that
of section 971 is not equitable because
it is not necessary. This has been so
well recognized bv the framers of
other Bankruptcy Codes, that even j

after a first dividend has been de- - j

clared, should there be others, a cred- - j

itor may put in his claim at any time
and secure his share of any dividends
which may be declared subsequent to
the date of his proof. His forfeit is of j

so much as w ould have been his share i

had he been more prompt. No one is I

injured by ahowing him to come in !

at anv time before the dividend is de- - I

clared, because no other creditor has
any right to exclude him from his
share unless by his delay ho would
delav a distribution. That ought
not to be allowed, but until it comes j

to that he ought not to be excluded. j

We must reserve our remarks on j

the other points upon which we de- - !

sire to touch, for another article.

Amoiii,' the many outfitting ami clothing
houses in this city that of the O. P. M. h.,
thou-j- h only established a little over a year,
is equally as well known as its older compet-
itors. It stands conspicuously at the corner
of Fort and Merchant Streets, and is repre-
sentative of the growth and progress in thi-.-r.e- cil

line of bu-ines- s. The genial manager
Mr. Sam Lederer. is enterprising and liberal
in all his dealings, and his establishment is
an excellent example of the ideal clothing
house. The needs of tha public having been
so carefullv attended to since the foundation
of the (). P. M. B. it has obtained for itself
a well deserved reputation that is second to
none in the city, and Mr. Lederer remains
unexcelled in his special line of busine-s- .

MR GRIP'S REPORT.

An Knglish translation of this re-

port

'

appears in the Honolulu Alma-
nac and Directory, a publication issued
by the proprietors of this paper. The
GdZftte, in an uncourteous notice of

'

the Almanac, has the following:
Why has such an important paper

not seen the light in the public press. ;

It is a disgrace to the management of
the Foreign Office that a paper which '

could have been of such assistance in
refuting the calumnies against our la-

bor svstem should have rested nearlv
a year in its pigeon boh, and then
be published in this hole and corner .

manner.' ly inquiring in the proper
quarter the editor of the Gazette might
have learnt that the Government has
never receive! any official copy of Mr. i

Grip's report. As stated at the time
in our .columns, one of the last acts i

of goodwill to this country on the part
of the late Mr. J. C. Ptluger was to ;

procure a German translation of the!
report ami circulate it freely in Gcr- - j

many at his own expense. We also
announced our intention of reproduc- - j

ing the report in abstract in our col- - j

nums. Finding that the report was ,

so constructed that to abridge it would
be to spoil it and that it was too long
for the A dvk ktiskk, we reserved it
for the Almanac, the first sheets of
which wore then going through the
press. An accidental delay in the
publication of the Almanac has post-

poned the fulfilment of our promise.
Fortunately our contemporary was
not enterprising enough to anticipate
us.

COiMMKRClAL.
sati'ki.y, March I. 1 ss .

lUisim-s- s matters h:iv r'vlvtl somewhat Mim o

our last wiM-k'- s ism. la tuil ilfiiliTs report liav-iiif- i

cxvrutt'tl somr larirr mxl profi t:ihl nnlers
during tin wrck past, and business in general is

railunlly recovering from the lethargic state into
which it had temporarily relapsed.

The overdue hark ("ailtarieii arrived on the 1 1 1 1

ultimo, after a :i days' passage from San I'run-cise- n,

and other vessels from t lie ( oast have ar-

rived, after unusually lout; pasaes, each one re-

porting a continuance of li.ht southerly winds.
The imports have been larue, mkI wholesale and

retail dealers are well stocked in all lines of mer-

chandise. This day Messrs. S. Colin ,v 'o. open
another lare outfitting store on Fort street with
full lines of first-clas- s Koods.

The receipts of sUL,'ar for the week amount to
nearly :;o,no bajrs, exceedm;: the week previous by
."(,(ion bas. The exports of our staple commodity
have been correspondingly law, and to-da- y U'
steamship Alameda sails with J.Unn ions of Irei-h- t,

2,10(1 tons of which is siinr.
The Custom-hous- e statistics for , to which

we briefly referred last week, will be found in

another column.
The Pacific .Mail steamship ity of Sydney

brought two days' later dates, from which we
learn in regard to siit;ar, that "foreign advices
are more enconiaicintr, and a more hopeful feeling
exists respecting the future." The rice market
had fallen a trifle from the previous advices.

The arrivals for the week comprise the V . s. S.
S. Hartford from Valparaiso, the bark W. l.
Wliitmore and tern I). S. Williams front the
Sound, the bark Caibarien, l M . S. S. City of
Sydney, barkentino Kureka, bark 1. c. Murray,
steam whalers Thrasher and Narwhal, and the
Josephine whaler i from San Francisco.

The departures were the Anna and lolaiii for

San Francisco, steamship City of Sydney for the
Colonies, bark Ceylon for llonickoin,'. steam
whaler Thrasher, whaling barks Josephine and
Mary t Susan for the Arctic.

The Haw aiian Cable Company ha e icceived
further favorable reports from their surveying
Vessel.

Advices from the Portuguese j ecruitin-- : depot
expected by next mail, and it is anticipated

that the next bafh of iuiTiii-;iah- - will arij
about the end of May.

The bark Helena from Honkoii- - U overdue,
and the W. H. Iiimond and I i are about
due from San I rau- - ix-- ; the l.ai kentiiu-Ameli-

from I'u'et Sound wjtha!n.:dof Inmbi.

Per ity of Sydney.
S.N Fi: N im o, February l;.

Iiear Sir: Our la-- t lett'-- wa-.da.fe- d .January
M- -t ' t.-- t ! i i ii I i:i vii.ee which time the state has
been vi-ite- d with copious rain-- , which cam.- - at a j

very opportune time. '1 he f.d! ha-- , been ,n;;e j

heavy in the southern portion. j

Sl'HAl: -- Nw York vi'-e- ouote Cuba '"'iitri- - I

fua! st'-ad- at V for ? jt 'en;. Foreign ad

vices are more and a more hop. Jul
fee) jicr exists revr,eetin th future. Change, of

the year, compared with pr.-vio- ' - ;, a re :

StOckv, 1 ' I tolls more; receipt 7-- V il I

more; dist rihution , - 1 ,' l' ton- - u r n

tr;f'ial. v !uver. An active demand continue-- ,

from the grocery trade of thj, city lor fair grades ;

of Island sugars, and sal. s are made at from to :

V iu ha' and ; for Ilutchinson' in .

KICK The market has f.iil'n from t

ai.cy advised in our la-- !, wh.-- laio. .d

rfport'd for li.i-t-r- ii account ,'"' i,i-- s at J .

After this sale n:: advance t w a i tahii-r.e- d.

and it seemed t:rm at th; t:-- ure till th-arri- val of

th Alameda with !.'' ha:,'- - arid report-"- , of 7.""'' ;

r.a-- - on the way, when the principal ladd-- r r- - ;

ducd hi- - price to 4r;c, , day-- . It i aid th; ' a
eon-idt-ra- h! portion of the , ,(,' ha: . yet ! he

delivered from -- h;r ment-- t on tin .'. a .

FI.OT 'K Jo!d i .!, evtr.i la ir 1 : :.!
1 orado. i

15 KAN 17, f. o. . .

KAI'.I.KV Feed,
HAY Win-ii-t. 1". f. o. h.; A.ea;, . ir.--e i,,,)!..,

I.HOI'.VI. r.AKI.KV
I.IMK- -l -

OATs-M'd- ijii, 1 : fair. 1 '': 'ho.
10.

I Wool. W Fa!l . f i'.Io v,. Nic t'.jn
s;!i Joa.;;;i:i. 12'-- , ' 1TV.

i II.V 1M Kl'.s - s:n, c nr U:. two iron Hh'.;

ii.tv " ' pt i i k, c k.. the
cfr liii'iwii tiffi'. Willi rain more demand h

:t-- t principally on farmer' t. h-- .

r , ani! !at lra:ivi.!i.i!i w ' : Cork,
. K.. fr iron, anl ...... fork, f r or! r to I iviv

pool, ll.uri' iM' Ar.nviTp. fir wiiihini.
Rainfall to !.tc. 1 i 2'-- l l im aaint :

aun tinn' !at yiar. f
KM'IIANlii:-- !, ;!.!.. i.. .!a v'it. ;

N'v YorW ictil. IT ' '. '. pri-n.ni- i

Yonr- - faithful'. ,

WII.I.1AM lUMONO .

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE.

i MM i.i i.i.i'. ;

A we proplu ied in a former let ter
now that Kngland has o0t ready she
has ''pitched in" to save the Soudan
but it was a eot!y delay, still the cry
is she must annex the country or
evacuate it, and she i sending ships
and men, and even turning back the
poor fellows homeward bound in the
Sue. Canal. France rejoices and be-

lieves that Kngland has lost prestige
by the fall ofSinkrt. Some one boldly
suggested, what if the Maluli does es-

tablish a Kingdom in the Soudan and
Lower 1'gypt with ports on the lied
Sea? What if Abyssinia obtains a port
on that sea? How would it harm Hu-glan- d?

Far trom this it would bo to
her advantage because she is virtually
mistress of the Ked sea. She would
gain were no country with ashore
line on the Mediterranean to have
one single port on the Red sea. Kven
if the Mahdi were to evict the Turku
from Aiabia she ought to rejoice for
events would be working for her. To-

day's dispatch that (ieneral ''i hinese"
(lordon's parting words to Nubar
Pasha were, "I will save the honor
of Kgypt," to which Nubar I'asha re-

plied: "Never mind Kgypt; save the
women and children," brings to mind
(lordon's reputation as something of
a crank when he was gaining his
soubriquet of Chinese (Jordon when
he was helping the ''imps" as the Im-

perialists were calledfto put down the
Taeping rebellion. It is not geiieralW
known that the American ficneral
Wan!, whom Knglish biographers try
to dallarido as a lillibuster hired by
the foreign merchant in China, at-

tained something like the rank of a
prince of the blood royal at that time,
and had he not been killed in an as-

sault on the city of Ningpo, would
perhaps have eclipsed Condon's record.
It was the blows dealt tin. Chinese re-

bellion by the Americaij soldier of
fortune that made his British succes-sors'- s

work so easy.
The statistics of the expenses of the

Sultan of Turkey form an interesting
schedule just now when Turkey and
her so-call- ed dependencies are to the
fore. He is obliged to borrow from
day to day at ruinously usurious rates
t' defray the daily expenses of his
palace, and in the face of a deficit of

:;o,00 OHO, in a budget of ir'V'0o, 0,jU-ha-
s

just increased his ('rand Vizier's
salary from to :.', 7"--0 per month,
and that of all the other Ministers
from S'XV) to si, .',( per month. Thun
the Prime Mini ter of tin pooiest and
most hopelessly bankrupt State in Fu-rop- e,

receives irUO.bou pel 'annum nunc
than the Prime Minister of Kngland.
Xo wonder the Sultan wanted to con-

sult ex-- ( Governor Sta nford how if was
that America managed to ot i i J of

her war debt m easily, and get so
many thou-an- d miles of railroad con-

structed o ea-il- y. The dispatch tells
that the Sultan gave a hint ho would
like Stanford to undertake t be Jiagdad
I j 1 which sound- - like a 'railroad in
all Opera boillle. Will Kngland pelj
sion Kl Mahdi wlb-- n -- he -- ecures him,
as she bus treated Arabi 1'a-h- a? That
woithyet- - .:"' a mont h. New-com- e

from Ceylon that although -- oine of
the exib - at lir-- t from the
extreme dampness ot the elimafe. ail
are now aeelimatied. Kach family
oecupie- - ;i separate dwelling, and mo- -

of the. m hav- - cho-e- n to reside in a re-

mote -- uburb. They -- . rid their child-dre- ii

to -- chool and try fhem-eive- - to
burn Kng;li-h- . The Mohamet an com-
munity regard them with feeling of
vein-ratio- as mart vrsol tlieir reunion
especially Arabi, who is followed tO
the mo-rju- c by thrones, j here are
also certain Kntrlish houses where tin-exi- h

- are well received. Madrrn
Arabi, the I-- wife, continue to
reside in Kfypt, the climate of Ceylon
not bein suited to her.

The dispatche- - about the corning; of
i Adelina Patti to California are as con- -

flicting and he-itatin- e; the French
; intention- - in Tonquin. The lutc-- t a i- -1

vices .u.v she is coming. Meantime
j we have a very re-p.-cta- Kngli di
! Opera troupe, with Miss Ktnmu Ab-- !

bott as prima, founr.
' Coltl'.ADE.


